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method appear when applied  to subjects wherein the con-
tent is not given by the experience of  the individual.    The
dialectic   method   can   give   scientific   form,   classification,
arrangement, interpretation, but it cannot of itself give con-
tent     Concerning  mathematics, science, history, language,
literature, it is inadequate, since the content is  racial, and
does not lie within the scope of the experience of the indi-
vidual.    In the educational process the content subjects are
to be acquired by methods other than  the  dialectic.    The
limitation  that  the  mere  summing  up   of  any number  of
instances always leaves the possibility of error in the general
conclusion, unless the test of the negative instance is applied,
exists in the very nature of the inductive process^ i In such
cases, when the attempt is made in these subjects mentioned
to formulate conclusions based upon one's own experience
alone, this limitation becomes a positive defect; the methods
may be uncertain, indefinite, and inexact.  , As the opposite
of   the dogmatism of  the formal  methods^ of  the sophists,
which gave to the individual the immediate satisfaction but
not the ultimate truth, dialectic was a protest.   The indefinite
ending of most of the Socratic dialogues is but another evi-
dence of the inadequacy of this method alone, as is also Plato's
comparison of the method to the climbing of a mountain, where
one successively reaches the summits of numerous foothills
and peaks only to find other heights beyond him.    The truth
is that Socrates and Plato were interested in the process as
a process,/and in the power developed by its use.    By their
in,mediate followers the method, or at least the mastery of it,
became a dominant aim in education, with the result that they
became a people given over to endless discussions relating to
refinement in the definition of words and subtleties in the dis-
tinction of thought, rather than to the truth and validity of
the  thought  content.)/ They became in reality a nation of
talkers, not of doers of deeds.    At the same time, the acute-
ness, agility, suppleness, and versatility which we think of as
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